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Ministers Christmas Letter
Dear Friends
On a bright winters morning I do enjoy walking around our garden. It is always amazing to see
the various animal and bird tracks in the frost and snow. They have all been up far earlier than
myself! Regular visitors to our garden are deer who are enjoying eating up our apple windfalls
at the moment.
Over the years we have planted a number of holly trees in the garden, which are now well
established, but have not succeeded in getting any berries! Apparently you have to plant male
and female hollies to get berries. One year we might get a surprise and see some berries.
A popular carol at Christmas is The Holly and the Ivy. The chorus comes to mind as I go round
the garden - ͞KŚ͕ƚŚĞƌŝƐŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞƐƵŶ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞƌƵŶŶŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞĚĞĞƌ͕ƚŚĞƉůĂǇŝŶŐŽĨƚŚĞŵĞƌƌǇ
organ, sweet singing in ƚŚĞĐŚŽŝƌ͟
We live next door to the church, and sometimes I can even hear the church organ playing and
the congregation singing whilst in the garden. There is also a lot of ivy in the garden, and one
lot of ivy is supporting an old wall. I am sure that if I took the ivy off, the wall would collapse!
It is said that holly is sometimes associated with good and ivy with evil. Another meaning is
that the holly stands for the male and ivy for female. Some churches have used ivy instead of
palm branches on Palm Sunday.
The important part for me is the Christian understanding of the holly and the ivy.
The prickly leaves of the holly represent the crown of thorns that Jesus wore when crucified.
The berries are the drops of blood that were shed by Jesus because of the thorns.
The ivy has to cling to something to support itself as it grows. This reminds us that we need to
cling to God for support in our lives.
I do hope that as you enjoy decorating your homes this Christmas, that you might like to think
of the deeper significance of the meaning of this carol, and will join us in signing and singing it
at our Christmas service in St. George's Britwell, Slough on December 8 th at 3pm.
Our Deaf choir is always looking for new members. Please contact Michael Perfitt if you would
like to join the choir for our Christmas service.
The ivy reminds us that we need to stay close to God in our lives. May we stay close to God,
through prayer, worship and all we do in our lives. May we stay close to God's love, joy and
peace this Christmas.
Ben and Vera join with me and our families in wishing you all a very Happy and Blessed
Christmas.
Roger
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LINK Interview ʹ Rev. Ben Whitaker
Ben has agreed to give us an update rather than full interview

I love working with the Deaf Church in Oxford Diocese. Although I work just one and a half
days a week for the Deaf Church there is a great variety in what I do and the people I meet. At
Cox Green and Oxford I take services every month and I meet two very different
congregations, both very faithful. I look forward to meeting them each month. Oxford has a
traditional looking Chapel at the Deaf Centre, and has a long tradition of prayer and worship
ďǇĞĂĨƉĞŽƉůĞŽǀĞƌŵĂŶǇĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ͕ƐŽƚŚĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐŚĂǀĞĂƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌ͚ĨĞĞů͛ƚo them. While at
Cox Green, where the services take place in what is otherwise a community centre, has a very
ĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚ ͚ĨĞĞů͖͛ ŵŽƌĞ ŵŽĚĞƌŶ͕ ǁŝƚŚ ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ ǀĞƌǇ ĞĨĨŝĐŝĞŶƚůǇ ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞĚ ĂŶĚ ƉƵƚ ŽŶƚŽ ƉŽǁĞƌ
point by Vera. Worshipping God with them both each month is a great privilege and I always
come away from the services feeling better and more positive about myself, my faith and the
world.
The Deaf Centre in Oxford is going through some very interesting times at the moment. The
Centre is a grand old building but with significant need of renovation. There is also to be a very
large housing and shopping development taking place nearby which may have an effect on the
ĐĞŶƚƌĞ͘/ĂŵŽŶĞŽĨƚŚĞŝƌĞĐƚŽƌƐŽĨƚŚĞĞŶƚƌĞ͘dŚĞĞŶƚƌĞ͛ƐĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞŵĞĞƚƐƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ͘ƚƚŚĞ
present time we are trying to work out what sort of Centre would be most appropriate for the
Deaf Community of today. The Deaf Centre was build decades ago at a very different time to
today when Deaf people had very different expectations and needs. Hopefully we will come up
with a plan for a Centre which will be really useful for Deaf and hard of hearing people today
and for decades to come.
My house has been having significant building work done. This has been going on for some
months now. I am sure many of you readers have been in a similar position of waiting for work
to finish so you can get on with your normal life. My family and I have been living in a bit of a
muddle, often not knowing where ordinary everyday things are at any one time! But even
while this work has been going on we have still managed to do the things we enjoy, seeing
friends and family, playing and watching sport, taking the dogs for walks and trying to get the
garden into a good shape. The last has been particularly hard work with all the strange
weather we have been having.
Ben

Ƈ¸Ƈ¸Ƈ¸Ƈ¸Ƈ¸Ƈ¸Ƈ¸Ƈ
Deaf Anglicans Together (DAT)

Conference May 2013
Bruce and Susan Armour and Ken Perfitt from Oxford Deaf Church went to the conference. It
was held on 10-12 May at the Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick. Alfreton in Derbyshire; full
board with en-suite bedrooms for everyone. There were 45 people and 7 Hearing Dogs for
Deaf People present at the conference.
dŚĞƐƵďũĞĐƚǁĂƐ͞Faith in Action͟ĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞǁĞƌĞϮŵĂŝŶƐƉĞĂŬĞƌƐ͗-
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1. Susan Bloomfield who is Outreach worker in the Deaf community in the Diocese of
Southwell and Nottingham spoke about ʹ Rule of life can help us to live for God. Text taken
from John 10:10 ʹ Jesus came so we could live life to the full. The reading was from the St
James Bible.
2. Mary Whittaker who is an Auxiliary Minister to Deaf people in North Scotland Presbytery
and she spoke about Sacred Pathway. Activities were suggested for the Spiritual
Temperaments; these were:
Activist; Ascetic; Care giver; Contemplative; Enthusiast; Intellectual;
Naturalist;
Sensate and Traditionalist.
There were also group workshops during the weekend. The choices for these were:
Prayer. Poetry, Act or Bible drama.
The conference ended with a service of Holy Communion on Sunday morning; followed by
Lunch and then we made our way home.
Bruce Armour and Michael Perfitt
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Long Lost Family ʹ Vera Hunt
I have been watching parts of the TV series on Long Lost Families but never in my wildest
dreams did I think this would happen to me, but wonder of wonders it did. Here is my story
below.
Maybe I should start with giving you some information on my childhood.
My parents parted when I was around the age of 8-9 years old ʹ June my elder sister was 3
years older than me. Our father was a police officer but after the separation he just seemed
to simply disappear into thin air.
Recently I received 2 email messages ʹ one from Revd Anne Richardson and a similar one from
Revd. Ben Whitaker. Both messages asked me to contact a certain email address, which I did
and had the shock of my life when I received a reply. It seemed my father had remarried and I
had three half sisters and one half brother. Sadly I was told my father had died back in 1975.
I had never met my new before and they were keen to meet up with us. (June and I already
have one half sister Susan from our mothers second marriage)
Together with Leon, my husband and our twins Clive and Carol we met up with half sisters, Jilly
and Anne and their husbands, both named Dave, in a Taplow Hotel ʹ we hugged and shed a
few tears and spent a few happy hours together. We made arrangements for my sister June to
come down from North Yorkshire and this time we met with Jilly and Anne along with their
brother and sister Tom and Carol.
I must admit both June and I were pretty shaken with the news but nevertheless delighted and
we plan to keep in touch and meet up again.
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It was Church web sites that led my half sisters and brother to finding June and I and for that
we are extremely grateful. God is good.

͞WƌĂŝƐĞƚŚĞ>ŽƌĚĨŽƌ,ĞŝƐŐŽŽĚĂŶĚĨƌŽŵ,ŝŵĂůůďůĞƐƐŝŶŐƐĨůŽǁ͛
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Rogation Service on 26th May 2013

at St Mary's Church, Bucklebury
It was an honor for the various Deaf Churches within the Diocese of Oxford to have their
Rogation Service within, and outside, ^ƚ͘ DĂƌǇ͛Ɛ ŚƵƌĐŚ͕ ƵĐŬůĞďƵƌǇ ǁŚĞƌĞ ƉĂƌƚƐ͕ ŽĨ ƚŚŝƐ
beautiful Church, have been in existence for over one thousand years.
Our service began inside the Church where we received a welcome and an address by the
churchwarden Mr.. John Tennant (his address is below) after signing the first hymn followed by
a reading from Psalm 24 we gathered outside in the Church grounds where we continued to
ƐŝŐŶŚǇŵŶƐĂŶĚƉƌĂŝƐĞ'ŽĚ͘ŶŶĂ<ŶĂŐŐ͛ƐŚƵƐďĂŶĚŬŝŶĚůǇƉůĂǇĞĚƚŚĞĨůƵƚĞ͕ǁŚŝĐŚĞŶĂďůĞƵƐƚŽ
have music when we signed the hymns.
tŚĞŶƚŚĞƐĞƌǀŝĐĞĞŶĚĞĚǁĞĂůůƚƌŽƚƚĞĚŽǀĞƌƚŽƚŚĞŚƵƌĐŚŚĂůůǁŚĞƌĞƚŚĞ^ƚ͘DĂƌǇ͛ƐůĂĚŝĞƐŽĨ
Bucklebury provided us with delicious refreshments and tea.
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Away Day at Ripon College
Many of you will remember that we used to have an annual
µ4XLHW'D\¶ZLWKDQLQYLWHGVSHDNHU VLJQHUDFWXDOO\ OHDGLQJXVLQ
reflection.
Ripon Theological College, in the little village of Cuddesdon, near
Ripon College
Oxford, was a very popular venue though we have used other venues.
Some of you mentioned that they missed the Quiet Days, so I agreed to start them
DJDLQEXWFDOOLQJWKHP¶$ZD\'D\V¶WKLVWLPHDV'HDISHRSOHJHWHQRXJKRITXLHW
On 29th September, 20 people met at Ripon for a day led by Laurence Banks
(Deaf). Laurence is a director of Go!Sign, a Deaf Christian charity committed to a
mission to help Deaf people to come to know Christ.
We arrived to find my borrowed fob key would not unlock the door, but someone
let us in after an anxious wait. A welcoming tea/coffee in the
lounge at 10 am warmed us up and we were relieved when
someone turned the heating on at our request.
At 10.30 am, we had a short worship service, led by
Vera and Anna, in the amazing new Edward King Chapel
which has won the British Construction Industry Award for
King Edward Chapel
Building Project of the Year.
We had plenty of room to sit in a semi-circle in the large
Graham room where Laurence presented his theme on the
Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
This is not easy to explain, but Laurence has given a lot of
thought to it and gave a very enthusiastic talk without notes but
with some help from a display.
The Trinity means God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit,
the Three in One. This is a difficult idea but God is greater than we can fully
understand. We can know him in the three persons, but one God; a Trinity. The
diagram here that Laurence showed may go some way to help you
understand the mystery of the Trinity.
Athanasius and Arius
An Egyptian Bishop called Athanasius insisted that Jesus is divine.
A priest called Arius did not believe that Jesus is divine.
People all over the Roman Empire argued about this; is Jesus divine, like God, or
not.
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Laurence explained that Jesus often spoke as if he was at one with God, like,
³,DQGWKH)DWKHUDUHRQH´$QG³7KH:RUG -HVXV ZDV*RG´+HDFWHGOLNH*RG
But Jesus sometimes spoke as if he is different from the Father, like,
³,ZLOODVNP\)DWKHU´
To settle the matter, the Roman Emperor Constantine the Great called a council at
Nicaea (in modern Turkey) in AD 325. There was a long and sometimes angry
discussion. One bishop was so angry that he struck Arius in the face. In the end,
about 300 bishops agreed that Jesus is divine. Jesus is the true Son of the Father.
Jesus is begotten, not created. Only two Bishops disagreed.
At a later council, it was agreed that the Holy Spirit is also God, so we had the full
doctrine of the Trinity.
Today, there are still some churches that do not accept the doctrine of the Trinity.
The mainstream churches accept the doctrine.
Laurence presented a list which showed how churches today are divided over the
important question. We cannot show all churches here.
Arian
(Jesus is not divine )

Athanasian
(Jesus is divine like God.
The Holy Spirit is also divine. A Trinity)

-HKRYDK¶V:LWQHVVHV
Church of England
Mormons
Unitarians (many different churches)
Other faiths do not accept the Trinity

Roman Catholics
Methodist
Baptist
Most Pentecostals
Protestant (many different churches
Eastern Orthodox and other Orthodoxies

All at the Away Day belonged to Trinitarian churches, accepting that God reveals
himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Three in One. Though difficult, we
must not try to make God simple enough for our human understanding, but accept
his revelation to us.
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Laurence was so enthusiastic that he spoke well over his two sessions of 45 mins in
the morning and 45 mins in the afternoon. Anna Knaggs and Vera Hunt had to
shorten the talks they had prepared in case Laurence needed a longer break, but
they did not mind as they were happy for Laurence to give of his best.
We enjoyed an excellent meal in the college dining room and a walk in the grounds
.
after lunch. We finished with brief prayers led by Anna.
Ken Dyson
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:ŽŚŶdĞŶŶĂŶƚ͛ƐĚĚƌĞƐƐ

There has been a church on this site for at least 1000 years - there is no record of
when construction started but there is a record in the Doomsday Survey of 1083 AD that there
was a church in the village of Bucklebury. This small church, at that time, probably occupied
only the area in which you are now sitting.
As you came into the church you may have noticed the carved Norman archway, from the 11 th
ĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ͕ǁŚŝĐŚŚĂƐĂƐǇŵďŽůŽĨƚŚĞ͚'ƌĞĞŶDĂŶ͛ǁŝƚŚŚŝƐŚĞĂĚƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚĞĚďǇĂĐŽƌŶĚŽůůǇ͕
surmounted by a cross.
dŚŝƐƐŝĚĞĂŝƐůĞǁĂƐĂĚĚĞĚďǇ<ŶŝŐŚƚ͛ƐHospitaller in probably the 13th century - there was quiet
a lot of activity in this area by this foundation ʹ there are the tombs of the De La Beche
crusaders in Aldworth and a small Hospitaller chapel in Brimton.
Next I would draw your attention to the fine glass in the east window and side aisle, which
was commissioned in 1912 and 1917 and were designed by a fine artist Sir Frank Brangwyn
born in 1867 and died in 1956 in the village of Ditching in Sussex. Both windows are full of
colour, and detail. The artist has captured in both windows wonderful contrasts of colour and
with the variation of the thickness of the glass given a deeper perspective to the picture. After
the service do look at them more closely but I would like to point out in advance two features
in the east window; firstly the Christ is clean shaven and allows the full expression of relief as
he looks heavenward in death and secondly the artist has given Christ a halo coloured in such
ĂǁĂǇƚŚĂƚŝƚůŽŽŬƐůŝŬĞ͚ŵŽƚŚĞƌŽĨƉĞĂƌů͛ĂŶĚŝƐƚƌĂnslucent in the Nativity Window, unusually,
the infant Jesus is shown quiet clearly as a baby with podgy hands, certainly not a mannequin
as depicted by many artists.
But back to the history of the building, the church of Bucklebury and the area was sold by
Henry 1 to Reading Abbey, thus the minister has always been known as the Vicar as he is in
charge, vice the Abbot. The village provided funds for the vestments to the abbey so we must
have been quiet wealthy. In the side aisle beside the vestry steps is a muniment chest which
came from the abbey and has been dated as 13th century or older and made from a single
piece of timber and bound with iron bands.
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Vera Hunt
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Poetry Corner
This first poem by Valerie Marshall, our well known contributor to the Link, is her first
new poem for quite a long time, and two more from her collection.

Be Happy
About the love of churches wherever we go.
Enjoy the countryside to see the scenery.
When we sing our hymns and songs,
we sign with our hands and fingers.
The love of God which helps us in our lives to be happy.
Nice to go somewhere in the countryside.
We see the rivers that flow by,
We live our lives with lovely smiles,
And it's nice to chat with our families and
friends at the churches.
So long may our lives be Happy.
Valerie Marshal

Blessing
There's a church where the people went
And walks round the yard.
We sang some beautiful songs, hymns and prayers.
10

8

Blessing the river, where the waters go.
So is the bridge, where the canal is.
Blessing the animals that we love,
there's the allotments, where the vegetables grow.
Blessing of the garden
where beautiful flowers grow.
And the beauty of the earth.
So Bless them all,
Valerie Marshal

Sunshine
Sunshine, sunshine,
Please let it come to shine on us
that will give us something to smile about.
God will know that we want it to keep us warm.
Oh sunshine!
Let us be happy
I know it's time for our summertime.
Oh no, here comes the rain,
that makes us feel so sad.
But it's the summertime, when we do have
sunshine as well as the rain.
Now let it sunshine, sunshine.
Valerie Marshal
editor: I have chosen another of my deaf friend Brenda's poems about Christmas

I'll never be ready for Christmas
I'll never be ready for Christmas; whatever shall I do?
I haven't finished shopping and now I've got the flu.
I bought some chocs for Auntie Flo ʹ now please just keep it quiet A lovely box with bow on top, but now she's on a diet.
Some after-shave for Uncle Jim, but now it's as I feared;
I met him just the other day and found he'd grown a beard.
I'll never be ready for Christmas, as I have said before;
And Christmas cards from far and wide are coming through the door.
I really posted early and I kept a careful list,
But now I cannot find it so I don't know who I've missed.
My oven isn't working right; it just keeps going out.
I haven't cooked my cakes and pies; I'm late without a doubt.
I'm just too old for Christmas; as you can plainly see;
The hustle and the bustle are just too much for me.
The parties are so noisy; the music is so loud,
And as for hearing what folk say, I'm useless in a crowd.
11
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I cannot hear the radio, there's nothing on TV,
I'd rather go up early with a book and cup of tea.
But Christmas came, as Christmas will,
And worked its age-old magic still.
I've had a marvellous Christmas; I feel so warm inside
And love from family and friends swept o'er me like a tide.
I've been to seven parties, all such fun and such commotion,
I did the Hokey-Cokey and I learnt the Locomotion.
Of course I wasn't ready; well I never am, are you?
I feel quite lost on Christmas Eve, if nothing's left to do.
I've memories of years gone by and folk who once I knew,
Of carols in the frosty air and church bells ringing true
Their chimes of love for all men who love and trust the Lord,
And try each day to please Him with joyful accord.
I'm not too old for Christmas, for Christmas is for all.
God sent the greatest Christmas gift; the baby in the stall.
Brenda Rowley (editor has permission to share)

NOTICES
Faithful Departed
We remember before God the Souls of the Faithful Departed, and we pray especially
for the souls of:Barbara Sadler
(Newbury)
George Donkin
(Newbury)
Violet Flack
(Wendlebury)
Bob Lamb
(Oxford)
Dennis Keen
(Chesham)
Frances Coffey
(Slough)
Violet May Brett
(Slough)
Peter Hancock
(Reading)
John Hardiman
(Pangbourne)

Baptism
We welcome into the Family of the Church the recently Baptised. We pray that being
renewed in body and soul, they may be strong in faith and be enabled to serve thee all
the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
12
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We welcome:Lewis Trevor Hawes (Great Hampden)
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Signed Christmas Communion and Carols
Sunday 8th December at 3pm
6W*HRUJH¶s Church, Long Furlong Drive, Britwell, Slough SL2 2LX
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Editor ± (please note change of address/phone number)
Mrs Susan Costar
57b Seacourt Road
Botley
Oxford
OX2 9LN
Tel and Minicom:
01865 722612
e-mail:
susancostar@btinternet.com

Part-time Chaplains
Rev Roger Williams
Denchworth House
Denchworth
Wantage
OX12 0DX
Tel and Minicom:
01235 868442
Fax: 01235 867402
e-mail:
roger@rwilliams24.freeserve.co.uk
Rev Ben Whitaker
87 Bagley Wood Road
Kennington
OX1 5LY
Tel and Fax:
01865 736100
e-mail:
whitaker@tribeandclan.freeserve.co.uk

Honorary Chaplain
Rev Vera Hunt
54 Highway Avenue
Maidenhead
Berks
SL6 5AQ
Fax and Minicom:
01628 623909
e-mail:
vera.hunt@yahoo.co.uk
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